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How to Write a Research Proposal Lecture Notes 

 Framework of the Research Proposal  

Definition of Research Proposal: 

1. A document that is typically written by a researcher or scientist which describes the ideas for an 

investigation on a certain topics. 

2. A research proposal is a document written by a research that provides a detailed description of the 

proposed program.  

3. A systematic investigation to find answers to a problem.  

4. The purpose of your proposal is to sell your idea by showing you have thought it through very carefully 

and have planned a good research study.  

What is Proposal? 

                       Proposal writing requires careful planning, research, and attention to detail to effectively 

communicate the proposed idea and persuade the audience of its merits. Successful proposals are clear, concise, 

well-organized, and tailored to the needs and interests of the target audience. 

A research proposal is a formal written detailed document that outlines a planned research project or study. It 

serves as a roadmap for the research endeavor, providing a clear description of the research objectives, 

methodology, scope, timeline, and expected outcomes. A research proposal typically includes several key 

components, such as: 

Area Selection to topic formation in Social Sciences Research: 

➢ Test your aptitude 

➢ Converse with yourself about your interest.  

➢ Don’t follow beaten tracks. 

➢ Be singular and think genuine.  

➢ Road Not Taken in research. 

➢ Infuse your subjectivity till topic selection. 

➢ Manage your subjectivity rest of the duration. 

➢ Importance of subjective parallelism with object correlative research.  

Introduction:  

              This section provides background information on the research topic, outlines the research problem or 

question, and explains the significance of the study. 

How to structure the Introduction: 

➢ Abstract vs. introduction 

➢ Abstract tells about the topic whereas introduction sets the context in very general terms. 

➢ Abstract does not provide background information. 

➢ Avoid stock phrases in the introduction 
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➢ Set the context and the research goals.   

Literature Review:  

                   The literature review surveys existing research and scholarship related to the proposed study, 

providing context and supporting the need for the research. 

Function of Literature Review: 

➢ Reflect the complete understanding of the researcher about the field of study  

➢ Works of create full understanding of the developments in the field. 

➢ Reflects the strengths and weakness of the research area. 

➢ To establish gap/undone perspective to proceed further. 

Research Objectives:  

                 The research objectives clearly state what the study aims to achieve and the specific questions or 

hypotheses it seeks to address. 

Methodology:   

                   This section describes the research design, methods, and techniques that will be used to collect 

and analyze data. It includes details on sampling, data collection instruments, data analysis procedures, and any 

ethical considerations. 

How to write Methodology Section: 

➢ Restate your thesis statement/research problem 

➢ Explain the approach/type of research you chose. 

➢ Explain how you collected the data you used. 

➢ Explain any uncommon methodology you use. 

➢ Explain the methods you used to analyse the data. 

➢ Evaluate and justify the methodological choices you made.  

➢ Discuss any obstacle and their solutions. 

➢  Cite all sources you used.  

Timeline:  

              The timeline outlines the planned schedule for conducting the research, including key milestones and 

deadlines for each phase of the project. 

Budget:  

           The budget section provides an estimate of the costs associated with conducting the research, including 

expenses for materials, equipment, participant compensation, travel, and personnel. 

Expected Outcomes: 
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                  This section discusses the anticipated results and potential implications of the research findings, as 

well as any potential limitations or challenges. 

References: The references list cites the sources referenced in the proposal, following a specified citation 

style. 

Overall, a research proposal is a comprehensive document that demonstrates the feasibility, significance, and 

rigor of a proposed research project, providing a roadmap for conducting the study and convincing stakeholders 

of its merit and value. 

Objectives/Purpose of Research Proposal: 

The primary objective or purpose of a research proposal is to outline and justify a planned research study or 

project to potential stakeholders, such as funding agencies, academic institutions, or research supervisors. It 

serves several key purposes: 

1. Define the Research Problem:  

           The research proposal clearly articulates the research problem or question that the study aims to 

address. It provides background information on the topic and explains why the research is important and 

relevant. 

2. Set Research Objectives:  

  The proposal outlines the specific objectives or goals of the research study, including the research 

questions or hypotheses it seeks to answer. It establishes the scope and focus of the study, guiding the 

research process. 

3. Justify the Research Significance:  

               The proposal provides a rationale for why the proposed research is significant and why it 

should be conducted. It discusses the potential contributions of the research to the existing body of 

knowledge, highlighting its relevance and potential impact. 

4. Outline the Research Methodology:  

                               The proposal describes the research design, methods, and procedures that will be 

used to conduct the study. It explains how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted, ensuring 

transparency and rigor in the research process. 

5. Demonstrate Feasibility:  

             The proposal assesses the feasibility of the proposed research, including the availability of 

resources, access to data or participants, and logistical considerations. It demonstrates that the research 

can be realistically and effectively carried out within the proposed timeframe and budget. 

6. Secure Funding or Approval:  

           For researchers seeking funding or approval for their research project, the proposal serves as a 

formal request for support. It provides potential funders or reviewers with the information they need to 

evaluate the quality, merit, and feasibility of the proposed research and make informed decisions about 

whether to provide funding or approval. 

7. Provide a Roadmap for the Research:  

             The proposal serves as a roadmap or blueprint for the research study, outlining the planned 

activities, timeline, and expected outcomes. It helps researchers stay organized and focused throughout 

the research process, ensuring that they adhere to the planned objectives and procedures. 
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Overall, the objective of a research proposal is to convince stakeholders of the value and feasibility of a 

proposed research study, laying the groundwork for successful implementation and dissemination of research 

findings. 

  


